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37TH Co 'GRE · , } 
2d Session. 
HOUSE OF REPRESEN'IWrIVES. {
Ex.Doc. 
No. 35. 
FORT RIDGELY AND SOUTH PASS WAGON ROAD. 
REPORT 
FROM 
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, 
IN COMPLIANCE WITII 
Act of March, 1861, making appropriations for the army, c~mmuni-
cating results ef examination into the accounts ef the late superintendent 
of the Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
JANUARY 24, 1862.-Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
January 22, 1862. 
Srn: The 2d section of the army appropriation act approved March 2, 1861, 
prov.ides "that the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and directed to audit and state the accounts of the • late superintendent of the 
Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road, up to the time when he was relieved 
from the care of the public property in his possession, allowing him all such 
sums as, in the opinion of the Secretary, may be fair, reasonable, and just, and 
charging him with all such sums as, in his opinion, he ought to be charged with, 
and report the same to Congress." 
In obedience to the instructions of Congress contained in the foregoing enact-
ment, I have examined the accounts of ·William H. Nobles, late superintendent 
of the ~-,ort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road, and have the honor to submit 
the following report : 1 
Congress, by a law approved July 22, 18.56, appropriated fifty thousand dol-
lars "for the construction of a road. from Fort Ridgely, in the Territory of Min-
nesota, to the South Pass of the Rocky mountains, in the Territory of Nebraska; 
the said road to be constructed under the directiOJ?- of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, pursuant to contracts to be made by him." 
On the 18th September, 1856, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs addressed 
a letter to William H. Nobles, informing him that the Secretary of the Interior 
11ad confided the execution of the law to the Indian Bureau, and that, with the 
approbation of the Secretary, he had been appointed superintendent of the work. 
In tructions were then given to Nobles to proceed and organize a party, and 
comm<'nce the prosecution of the work. Under this appointment, Nobles prose-
cu~ed the work until the winter weather compelled him to suspend operations. 
H1s accounts were forwarded to the department, and appear to have been settled. 
On the 25th April, 1857, the Secretary of the Interior wrote to Nobles, 
informing him that he had been reappointed superintendent of the Fort Ridgely 
and South Pass wagon road, and instructed him to commence active operations 
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jmmediately. He was also instructed to purchase, between Chicago, Illinois, 
and Fort Ridgely, such supplies, in addition to those on hand, as might be neces-
sary for use upon the expedition under his charge, the accounts for which, in 
triplicate, properly certified by him, should be forwarded to the department. 
Nobles organized his party at St. Paul, Minnesota, very soon after his ap-
pointment, but the expedition did not move until June 18. Considerable cone-
spondence occurred between the superintendent and the department upon the 
causes of the delay, exhibiting much feeling on both sides, and which, doubtless, 
contributed to the difficulties which attended the closing of the commission . 
.A Mr. Hubbell was appointed a disbursing agent for the expedition, and 
directed to pay all claims contracted for the work. Very soon after his appoint-
ment the disbursing agent resigned, when the superintendent made an 1:1nange-
ment with a banker at St. Paul to cash his drafts for the expenses of the outfit. 
This arrangement was objected to by the department, and on the 25th May, 
1857, a Mr. Gorin was appointed disbursing agent, and directed to execute a 
bond, and report to Colonel Nobles, the superintendent. He was also informed 
that, upon the execution of his bond, the sum of $15,000 would be placed to 
his credit with the assistant treasurer of the United States at New York. 
June 11 the superintendent wrote to the department that Gorin, the disburs-
ing agent, had arrived at St. Paul, but was destitute of funds, and complained 
that the expedition had already been delayed a month for want of funds, while 
the expenses amounted to two hundred and fifty dollars per day. 
About this time Senator Rice and the United States marshal for the dis-
trict of Minnesota wrote to the department, complaining of the delay of the 
expedition, and stating that neither the superintendent nor the disbursing agent 
were provided with funds, and that purchases of supplies for the expedition had 
to be made on credit. 
The 'ecretary replied to the marshal that the superintendent was not au-
thorized to purchase on credit, and that if any officer acting under the depart-
ment houlcl attempt to conduct his operations upon credit he would be reported 
to the Pre ident for removal. 
As the 'ecretary had instructed the uperintendent, on the 25th of April, to 
purcha e his supplic ... · and forward the accounts to the department, and as he 
had b en furnished with no funds from which payments for the necessary pur-
cha e could be made, it is difficult to perceive how the orders of the department 
could b complied with in the purchase of supplies, except by the use of the 
credit of the government. 
A b for stated, :Mr. Gorin, the di bur, ing agent, was informed on the 25th 
May that 15,000 wwld be placed to his credit in N cw York. Relying· upon 
thi a , urance, he dr w upon the a i. tant treasurer in ew York for $15,000. 
In th m antim it app ar that the ecr tary had changed his views as to the 
amount pr p r to b plac d to the credit of the di. bur ing agent, and deposited 
only the> ·um of '12,000. Th draft of the disbursing agent was consequently 
d.i.·honor d. 1-'hi o ca. ion d till forth r delay, and, as a consequence, the 
·upcrint ncl nt wa unabl to move forward with hi,' party until the 18th of 
Jun·. 
It will h tat m nt of fact that nearly two months clap, ed 
fr m th clat f 1olo11 ·I obl .-' 
:p ifo1man · of th duty a con idcrablc portion of the ap-
propriati n 1v, l :t by t1i xp n,· . of a larg force paid and ubsi ted by the 
v rnmr.nt whi1 th • w r i 11 . h exp •n · of th party wa tatcd by the 
up ·rint n lcnt tc L · ·2.5 p ·r dny. Thi unn c . ary xp n mio-ht have 
b en · void •cl if th cl pnrtm nt liad promptly fumi. hcd the m an, to pay th 
-p n: . f the utfit ancl pla · th· part r in th • field for a tiv op ration . . 
th d p rtm n ha 1 n right to .'p ·t the ·up rint nd nt to advance> thr m an 
· ar~ t cl ·fr y the ·.·p n · of th .·p, liti n, no ju t cau,. of complaint 
a in t l1im . i t"d on ace unt of th c1 la·. 
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Colonel Nobles, having at length moved with his party, continu~d his opera-
tion. , and, so far as appears from the records of this department, m a satisfac-
tory manner, until the 20th October, when he was superseded. On _that date 
William McAboy was appointed to succeed Colonel Nobles as supenntendent. 
Colonel Nobles was not informed of his removal until ten days after McAboy 
was appointed. On the 30th Octob~r he was informed that his services were 
no longer required, and he was directed to turn over all the property to Mr. 
McAboy, and to forward his- accounts to the department. 
It appears that Mr. l\foAboy never assumed the duties of superintendent, and 
Colonel Nobles was requested by a letter of December 14 to remain in charge 
of the public property until he heard from l\foAboy or from the department. 
On the 3d February, 1858, Mr. l\foAboy was informed by the department that 
the delay which had occurred in the transmission of his appointment had caused 
a failure of the end proposed, and his appointment was therefore withdrawn. 
On the 4th of the same month Colonel Nobles was authorized to resume the 
duties of superintendent, and was directed to settle the business of the expedi-
tion, and to reduce his force to an amount sufficient to protect the property of 
the government in his charge. 
After this period nothing was clone in .the prosecution of the work upon the 
road. 
On the 17th June, 1858, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs was instructed 
by the department to direct Messrs. Cullen and Mix, superintendent and agent 
of Indian affairs, to co-operate as early as possible ·with Colonel Nobles in ap-
praising the public property in Nobles's possession. On the same clay similar 
instructions were given to Colonel Nobles, and he was directed, when the pro-
perty was appraised, to deliver it, except the surveying and mathematical in-
struments, to Superintendent Cullen, for the use of the Indians. He was also 
informed that his duties as superintendent would cease from the date of Mr. 
Cullen's receipt to him for the property. 
On the 17th August Colonel Nobles wrote to the department that the instruc-
tions did not reach him until the 13th August, and that on the 9th August 
Superintendent Cullen and Agent Mix visited his camp on the Cottonwood for 
the purpose of making a disposition of the property in his charge, in accord-
ance with instructions to them from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs ; that 
he had declined to act with them in appraising the property, because he had 
th~n received no instructions from the department, and he declined to deliver·to 
them the possession of the property. 
In the same letter he tendered his resig·nation, and further added : " From 
my first appointment, up to the present time, I have been obliged to make the 
purchases for, and conduct the operations upon, this road upon my own personal 
resp_onsibility. The. action of the ~epartment upon my accounts (whether in-
tentional or not) has mvolved me seriously, and brought upon me great pecuniary 
loss. I am satisfied that I · shall suffer to a still greater extent if I turn over 
the property in my possession, as directed, before my accounts have been acl-
justed_ and paid by the department. I therefore decline to comply with the in-
structions of the department in this particular until my accounts as a govern-
ment officer have been satisfactorily arranged." 
After some further correspondence between the department and Colonel 
:r obles, the Secretary requested the Solicitor of the Treasury to take the neceE-
ary step, to protect the interest of the United Btates. 
. ~der instructions from the Solicitor, an action of trover was brought in the 
di. tnct c~urt _of the United States in Minnesota against Colonel Nobles for the 
· property m h1s possession, which resulted in a judgment against the defendant 
on the 7th June, 1 60, ~·or $3,446 and costs, taxed at $72 38. . A further judg-
ment wa. rendered agamst the defondant at the October term of the court for 
, ·219 57, with costs, taxed at $28 08. . 
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Colonel Nobles presents a claim against the United States for $14,897 19, a 
large portion of which is made up of expenditures for subsistence of the men 
and stock under his charge, and for his service::i from the time the property wa 
demanded of him until the rendition of the judgment against him. 
He proposes to credit the government wit~ the amount of the judgments 
o1tained against him and costs, $3,766 03, which, deducted from the gross sum 
claimed, leaves a balance of $11 ,131 16, which he claims is due to him from 
the United States. 
When Colonel Nobles presented his account and vouchers to the department 
for settlement all the vouchers dated subsequent to August 17, 1858, (the date 
of his resignation,) were rejected. Many of these items were first allowed by 
the officer under whose charge the accounts were placed, but were subsequently 
re-examined and disallowed or suspended. An examination of the vouchers 
will show that those numbered 1, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 17, 19, 20, 27, 33, 34, 35, 
38, 40, 42, 45, and 46 were all dated previous to August 17, 1858, and no rea-
son appears why they should not have been allowed without controversy. 
rrhese vouchers cover payments amounting to $1,883 .45. Vouchers numbered 
12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 21, 22, 24, and 28, although elated subsequent to the elate 
of Colonel Nobles's resignation, cover payments made before that time, which 
amount to $3,022 01. 'l111is sum, added to the amount of the vouchers elated 
before his resignation, makes the amount of $4,905 46, which should have been 
allowed him by the department, admitting as correct the assumption that he 
was not authorized to contract any obligations after his resignation. This sum 
deducted from his account, leaves $9,991 73 as the amount charged by him for 
services and expenditures after his resignation. Of this amount $6,088 72 
is charged for his services at the rate of $3,000 per annum, which was the 
salary allowed to him, and $3,903 01 is charged for expenditures for subsist-
ence and c~re of the stock and other property in his charge. 
~rhe property of the United States in the possession of Mr. Nobles at the 
elate of his resignation cost $21,000. The refusal of Nobles to deliver it upon 
the demand of Cullen and Mix was treated by the government as a conversion, 
and therefore an action of trover was commenced. The measure of damages in 
. uch an action would be the value of the property converted. The U nitecl 
'tates district attorney, who tried the case, in his report to the Solicitor of the 
Treasury, June 20, 1861, stated that "the Nobles case in trover was tried at 
the la t term, and judgment obtained for $3,446 and costs. 'Tho testimony 
introduced by him was to the effect that the property represented in his prop-
•rty return as having cost $21,000 had become wasted in the expedition, and 
nece sarily , o, to the amount of three-fourths, and that the remaining one-fourth 
had cl crea, eel in value :fifty per cent." 
It app ar, from the paper, :filed in the case . that the most of the property 
wa. u. eel by lon 1 :roblc.· in th payment of debt. · incurred in fitting out and 
,•u, taining th xp dition. 
Ir. Wil on, th district attorn y, in a letter to the department, elated May 8, 
1 61, in r lntion to th tmHs agairn1t Colonel obles, ,·aid: "Although judg-
rn •nt · w re obtainf'd a"'aiut-t hjm, y t, a, far a, I could judge, there were real 
ec1uiti in the matt r whi ·h ,n•r not reached, and which could not be reached, 
owinO' both to th lawl'l nf vicl n ·c which the gov rnmcnt has established for 
h r own prot ·tion arnl thr ab~rn c of cvid nc which the defendant might, per-
hap~, hav prodn •p 1 had not hit- m ao-r m ans 1n· vent cl. ':rhough in legal 
pffi ·t th , al of an · of th prop rty in hiti charo-c may have amounted to a 
c·onv r.·i n, yet th r · wa. nothino- in thr vi 1 n · produc d to ;how that he had 
clon cl. with th<· pro · ccl:4 than to pa r th 111 n und r hi:; rnploy their ju:-1t 
due.. Incl .cl, it wa. in eviclrnc up n cro:,;,•- xamination of th witn ::;, cs of the 
,,. vcrmncnt, that ·r ditorti of T ohlr had cl ,·ir cl Jiim to 1 t them hav • , mall 
am unt: f th prop 1tr in lic1uidatio11 of claim. a"'ain, t him, and that he de-
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dined, upon the ground that it was not his, ancl that the proceeds must go only 
to pay person, employed in the work of the wagon road. . 
" Con"idering the whole circum tances of the case, I thmk tl~ere sh~nld b~ a 
~ettlement with Mr. Nobles; a thus alone can the case be considered m all its 
bearings; and I would also respectfully express the opinion that in ~ettl~ment 
he shonlcl be allowed for keeping the property until compelled to deliver it by 
the judgment of the court." . 
After a careful examination of the whole case, I have acloptecl the followmg 
conclu ions, ·which appear to be fairly sustained b;Y the evidence :· · .. 
1 t. That the delay which occurred in the startmg of the expedition, and the 
pro ecution of the work, was mainly caused by th~ neglect and refusal. of the 
department to place under the control of the supermtendent funds reqmred to 
pay the necessary expenses. 
2d. That the neglect of the department to furnish means to purchase supplies 
rendered it necessary for the superintendent to either use his own credit to make 
purchases or to abandon the effort to equip ancl start the ex~eclition; an~ that 
in adopting the first alternative he subjected himself to a considerable sacn:fi.ce. 
3d. That at the time the property was demanded of the superintendent by 
Cullen and Mix, under the instructions of the department, there was a large 
amount clue to the employes for services, and to others for purchases which had 
been made, and that the superintendent could not have, then, delivered the 
property without encountering resi, tance on the part of those who held such 
claims. 
4th. 'l'hat the property in the possession of Colonel Nobles was sold by him 
for the best prices he could obtain, and the proceeds applied to the payment of 
the debts he had contracted on account of the expedition. 
5th That the extent of his liability to the government on account of the 
property is fixed by the amount of the judgments which were rendered against 
him in favor of the United States. Although, as a legal proposition, the refusal 
of Colonel Nobles to surrender the property upon demand might be treated as 
a conversion, and bar any claim, on his part, for expenses incurred in after-
wards taking care of it, the peculiar circumstances of the case, in my judgment, 
render it ''fair, reasonabte, and j-ust" that the government should not insist upon 
all the legal con equences which would flow from a conversion of the property. 
Mr. Mix, the agent who made the demand, states, in his letter to the depart-
ment, "his men threatened, in the presence of Judge Pritchette, Major Cullen, 
and myself, that if the property wa1s turned over without arrangement~ b~ing 
made to pay them, they would destroy the property before it left the place/' 
Whether this resistance to the delivery of the property could have been in-
sisted upoIJ., as a legal defence, by Colonel Nobles, it is not necessary now to 
inquire, as the question has been adjudicated in the suit brought a()'ainst him. 
It only remains for this department to state the account of O~lonel Nobles 
with the government, under the act of Congress, upon principles ~vhich are 
''fair, reasonable, and just." 
In the previous settlement of Colonel Nobles several items of his accounts 
were rejected, a~ ~ollows: 6 boxes of ~errings; 275 pounds tobacco; 140 pounds 
fig_. ; 5 boxc raisms; . 100. boxe. sardmes; 5 barrels mackerel, and 4 7 O pounds 
dned co~fi. h, amountmg m the aggregate to $321 30. It is not denied that 
t~e e articles ·were purchased by Colonel Nobles for the use of the men under 
lns command, as a part of the sub istence which was furnished for them, but it 
wa alleged t½at they were "_not st~·ictly necessary, hut belong to that class 
u .. ually c1e~1ommated the luxunes of hfe, and consequently could not be paid out 
of t~ approp1~ation for the construction of a wagon road." 
If th :upphes proper to be furnished to men employed by the government in 
the con, truction of a road upon the frontier hould be limited to such articles as 
are nece. ary to su tain life, the rejected articles might be denominated as lux-
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urics. But as all of them are such articles as enter into the common consump-
tion of the people of eYery part of the country, it is not surprising that Colonel 
Noble' , hould ha Ye supposed that the men under his command might with pro-
priety have been occasionally indulg·ed in their use. 
A · the department had furnished him with no specific instructions as to the 
nature of the subsistence to be furnished his men, and had not prescribed the 
liue between "necessaries" and "luxuries," it would seem to be reasonable that 
the account for these articles should have been allowed. Without entering into 
an examination of the comparative cost of codfish and pork, it is evident that 
the difference in cost is not so great as to render an officer who may furnish his 
men with the fonner, as a portion of their subsistence, liable to the charge of 
extravagance. In my judgment, the cost of these articles should be allowed to 
Colonel Nobles. 
When the resignation of Colonel Nobles was accepted he ceased to be an 
officer of the government, and had therefore no legal right to claim the salary 
which he had before received. If, however, the reasons presented for his refusal 
to surrender the property shall be regarded as sufficient to excuse him, it was his 
duty to take care of the property and make the best disposition of it he could. 
It is to be borne in mind that be was encamped in a wild and unsettled 
portion of the country; that he was completely in the power of the men in his 
employ, to all of whom arrears of wages were due; that they declared that the 
property ~hould not be removed until their claims were satisfied ; that he could 
appeal to no law and avail himself of no judicial process for the pi·otection of 
himself or the property of the government under his charge. 
If the department, at the time the property was demanded, had sent an 
agent with fonds to pay the amounts due to the men the difficulties which oc-
curred might have been avoided. 
Under th cfrcumstances in which he was placed, I think he should be allowed 
for the expenditures made to take care of the property, and a reasonable 
compensation for his own services. With this view of the case, I will state the 
accounts of Colonel Nobles, as follows : 
1st. Ile , hould be allowed the account heretofore disallowed for 
articles styled "luxurie. ". . . . . . . . . . .............. . 
2cl The amount of vouchers dated prior to his resignation ..... . 
3d. Item. for R rvices and expenditures before his resignation, 
but embraced in vouchers dated subsequent to it ....... . 
4th. mount pafrl by him for care and sub. istence of the pro-
p rty of the nited State. after his resignation ....... . 
5th. 1ompemiatiou for hi. ,·ervicr;:i from the cl.ate of the demand 
for th . prop rty until the rendition of the judgment, at the 
rat of • ··1,500 p r annum ......................... . 
::.\faking a total of .................................... . 
II· shon]d he charged ·with the amounts of th judgment:, and 
·o, ts obtain d a ainst him, amounting to ............. . 









'lo thi" amount I think 1olon I ... T hk i: c•ntitled u1rnn a "fair, reasonable, 
a11d j11 I' :cttlc•mr:nt of hi~ ac ount . Th jndgment. obtained again, t him 
"h nld abo b ·:uH· lJPd. 
I hav · the li nor t 1 c, Y<:ry r •;;p ;ctfu11y, your ob di nt , <'rvaut, . 
1ALEB B. \\fl'l'II, i 'ecretary. 
~R \\ 1 ~> (Iker of tlw 11011 c of Rr1JJ·esentatives. 
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Disbursements made by lVin. H. Nobles, sitperintendent ef constructi"on ef Fort 
Ridgely and Soutli Pass wagon road, and a portion ef the Fort Kearney, 
Soutli Pass, and Honey Lake road, per acts of July 22, 1856, and February 
17, 1857. 
No. of Date. To whom paid. For what paid. 
Amount. 
voucher. 
1 Aug. 1,1858 Timothy Ragan .••••• Hay .................... $27 48¾ 
2 Aug. 25,1858 Borup & Champlin ••• Corn, oats, &c ••••••••••. 206 90 
3 Aug. 25, 1858 James Nugent ....... Provisions, &c ........... 783 88 
4 Aug. 9, 1858 Fr. Robbecke .•••.••• Lum?~r, flour, &c ........ 57 25 
5 Jan. 8, 1858 A. L. Larpenteur .... Prov1s10ns ............... 140 00 
6 Aug. 25, 1858 
•••••• do ____________ .••••• do ••••••••• - • - • - - - 50 00 
7 Aug. 10, 1858 Chas. T. Keehne & Co. . ••••• do •••• w ••••••••••• 83 71 
8 May 12,1858 John W. Young .••••. .••••• do--------·------- 12 40 
9 Aug. 15, 1858 R. Vajen & Bros ..... .••••. do •.•.•••••••••••• 43 65 
10 Aug. 1,1858 Albert Tuttle ........ Corn and hay ............ 157 50 
11 Mar. 30, 1858 N. Myrick & Co ...... Oats • • • • • • • • • • • • .. •••••. 93 55 
12 Sept. 1, 1858 James Nugent ...••••• Salary as commissary .••••• 640 00 
13 Oct. 1,1858 William H. Nobles ... Salary as superintendent •• 1,500 00 
14: Sept. 1,1858 Mathew Ryan ....... Salary as stock-keeper •••• 380 00 
15 Sept. 1, 1858 William Tubbs ...... Salary as laborer ......... 180 00 
16 Sept. 9, 1858 John Murphy._ ...... Salary as laborer and driver. 390 00 
17 Jan. 1,1858 James 0. Gorman .... Salary as laborer •••••••••• 175 00 
18 Sept. 1,1858 John B. Sandon .. _ ... .••••• do •••••••••••••••• 298 00 
l9 April 4,1858 J. H.& A. W.Kirkwood Board of Supt. Nobles •••• 230 00 
20 June 25, 1858 Isaac Markly ........ Hardware, &c ............ 73 86 
31 Sept. 24, 1858 Daniel Braugher ••••• Repairs, &c •••••••••••••• 43 25 
22 Sept. 9, 1858 Davids & Larry •••••• .••••• do •••••••••••••••• 28 75 
23 Nov. 25, 1858 James E. Palmer •••• Salary as clerk .•••••••••• 100 00 
24: Sept. 25, 1858 Goodrich, Somers & Co Printing ................. 24 00 
2.5 Feb. 1,1859 William H. Nobles ... Salary as superintendent •• 1,000 00 
26 Dec. 14:,1858 John Murphy_ ...... Hay, corn, and oats .•••••• 185 00 
27 June 12,1857 Chas. D. Elfelt & Co •• Matches •••••.••••••••••• 48 80 
28 Oct. 19,1858 A. Vichers .......... Harness, &c .............. 91 65 
29 Dec. 15, 1858 A. L. Larpenteur .... Sugar and apples ......... 35 25 
30 Mar. 5,1859 J. H.& A. W.Kirkwood Board of Supt. Nobles .... 157 50 
31 Mar. 1,1859 W.A. Richardson ••• Clerical services •••••••••• 55 00 
r.,32 June 22,1857 N. Myrick ........... Presents to Indians ••••••• 415 00 
33 ,fan. 2,1858 William H. Nobles ••• Travelling expenses •••••• 162 00 
34: May 29,1858 •••••• do •••••••••••• . • • • • • do ••••••••••••• ___ 39 00 
35 Aug. 15, 1858 .••••• do •••••••••••• . ••••• do •••.•••••••••••. 76 75 
36 Oct. 10,1858 •••••• do ••••••.••••. • ••••. do ••••••••••••••• _ 37 00 
37 Jan. 1, 1859 . ••••• do •••••••••••• .••••. do ••••••••••••••• _ 85 00 
38 Dec. 12,1857 Theodore Bo rep .••••• 100 bushels corn ••••••••• 95 00 
39 June 5, 1860 A. L. Larpenteur .... Supplies ................. 164 04 
40 July 28, 1857 L. L. Benson ......... Forage for animals •••••••• 54 00 
41 Feb. 24,1859 J. H.&A.W.Kirkwood Boa rd of Supt. Nobles •••• 135 00 
42 Mar. 4,1858 C.R. Rice ........... Board of men ............ 136 00 
43 Dec. 12,1859 William H. Nobles ••• Hay, grain, trav. ex., &c ... 1,778 72 
44 June 8,1860 •••••• do •••••••••••• Salary as superintendent • _ 4,664 80 
45 Nov. 10, 1857 Combs & Bros ....... Stationery ............... 77 50 
46 Aug. 15, 1858 C. L. Willis ......... Office rent •••••• _ •••••••• 100 00 
15,312 19¾ 
WM. H. NOBLES, Superintendent, 8{-c. 
0 Referred to Commissioner of Indian Affairs for consideration and payment, if proper, 
January 25, 1861. . 
A. H. C., General Superintendent. 
8 FORT RIDGELY AND SOUTH PASS WAGON ROAD. 
Voucher No. 1. 
Tlie United States to Timothy Raga'n, Dr. 
1858. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
Aug. 1. For 3,665 pounds hay, at $15 per ton ............... . 





Received at St. Paul, of William H. Nobles, this 1st day of August, 1858, 
twenty-seven .dollars and forty-eight and three-fourth cents, in full of the above 
account. 
his 
(Signed in triplicates.) 
Attest: JoHN H. RANDALL. 
'rIMOTHY ~ S. RAGAN. 
mark, 
I certify that the above account is correct; that the items charged therein 
were required and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and 
that the same were necessary therefor. -
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Superintendent. 
Voucher No. 2. 
The United States to Borup q- Champlin, Dr. 
1858. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
Aug. 25. To 45 sacks corn, 100 bushels, at 95 cents ........... . 
To 5 sacks oats, 11 bushels, at 40 cents .............. . 
To 4 sacks bran, 2½ bushels, at 7 5 cents ............. . 
'ro 4 sacks feed, at $1 75 ......................... . 
To 19 acks corn, 43 bu hels, at 75 cent ............ . 
To 15 sacks corn, 30 bushels, at 7 5 cents. . . . . . . ..... . 
To 63 bu hels oats, at 4-0 cents ..................... . 










R c iv d at 't. Paul, of WHliam H. oblc,, this 25th day of August, 1 5 , 
two hunclrC'd and ix lollar and nin ty c ntf\, in full of the above account. 
( i d in triplicate, .) 
B RUP & OIIAMPLI 
that the itrm charg •d th rein 
1-vice. above m ntionrd, and 
WM. II . .l T BLE ', 
'uperintendent, ~-
FORT RIDGELY AND SOUTH PASS WAGON ROAD. 9 
Voucher No. 3. 
Tlie United States to James Nugent, Dr. 
1858. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
Aug. 25. To 152 bushels corn at 75 cents per bushel ..... - .... - -
To 45 tons of hay, at $5 per ton ................. - - - . 
To 20 bushels buck.whrat, at 50 cents per bushel ...... . 
To 125 pounds coffee, at 20 cents per pound .......... -
To 1 barrel ~ ugar, at 40 ....................... - - - -
To 50 pounds lard, at 20 cents per pound ............ . 
To 500 pounds salt, at 5 cents per pound. . . . . . . ..... . 
To 4 barrels pork, at $26 per barrel ................. . 
To 1 barrel beef, at $20 per barrel. ................. . 
To 60 bushels potatoes, at 7 5 cents per bushel. . . . . ... . 
r:ro 12 horses ( 4 shoes each) shod :mew, at $2 each ..... . 
'ro 15 old shoes set, at 12½ cents each ............... . 
'ro 8 barrels flour, at 8 per barrel .................. . 
















Received at St. Paul, of William H. Nobles, this 25th dRy of August, 1858, 
seven hundred and eighty-three dollars and eighty-eight · cents, in full of the 
above account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) JAMES NUGENT. 
I certify that the above account is correct; that .the items charged therein 
were required and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and 
that the same were necesRary therefor. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Superintendent. 
Vouch er No. 4. 
The United States to F. Robbecke, Dr. 
1858. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
Aug. 9. 'J.lo 500 feet lumber ............................... . 
To 1 barrel flour, at $7 per barrel ................... . 
To 30 bushels corn, at 80 cents per bushel. . . . . . . .... . 






Received at cw Ulm, of William H. Nobles, this 9th day of August,. 
l 5 , fifty- even dollars and twenty-five cents, in full of the above account. 
( 'igned in triplicates.) FR. ROBBEOKE. 
I certify that the above account is correct; that the items charged therein. 
were r quired and furni. hcd on account of the service above mentioned, and. 
that the . ame wcrr necessary therefor. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Superintendent, ire-
10 FORT RIDGELY AND SOUTH PASS WAGON ROAD. 
Voucher No. 5. 
Tlie United States to A. L. Larpenteur, Dr. 
1858. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road . 
.Jan. . 8. 'To 3 barrels mess pork, $28 ...................... , . 
To 1 barrel, 25 cents; 250 pounds sugar, at 10 cents ... . 
To 100 pounds dried apples, at 10¼ cents ............ . 
To 2 batrels flour, at $6 25 . ....................... . 







Received at St. Paul, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 8th day of January, 1858, one 
hundred and forty dollars, in full of the above account. , 
(Signed in triplicates.) A. L. LARPENTEUR. 
I certify that the above account is correct ; that the items charged therein 
were required and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and 
that the same were necessary therefor. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Superintendent, o/C· 
Voucher No. 6. 
Tlte United States to A. L. Larpenteur, Dr. 
1858. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
Aug. 15. 'I'o 3 barrels extra flour ........................... . 
To 2 pounds tea ................................. . 
To 1 barrel mess pork. . . . . . . ............. . · ...... . 







Received at St. Paul, of ,Vm. H. Nobles, this 30th day of August, 1858, 
fifty dollar, , in full of the above account. 
( 'ign cl in triplicat s.) A. L. LARPENTEUR. 
I certify that the above account it-J correct ; that the items charged therein 
w<'r r quir d and furni..;h d on account of the service above mentioned, and 
that th , mue w r neces:-1ary therefor. 
WM. H. OBLES, 
> 'uperintenclent, ~-c. 
Voucher .i.:To. 7. 
Tl,c nited tates to 1/ws. T. Fa:lme ~ Co., Dr. 
1 5 _. On a· ·onnt of ] 




FORT RIDGELY AND SOUTH PASS WAGON ROAD. 
Aug. 10. To 8½ pounds dried apples, at 20 cents per pound ..... . 
To 28 pounds of bacon, at 18 cents per pound ........ . 
To 2 pounds of nails, at 10 cents per pound ......... . 
rro 52 pounds bacon, at 18 cents per pound ........... -
·To 1 file, 50 cents; 1 brace and bits ................. . 
To 20 pounds coffee, at 20 cents .................... . 
r_ro 20 pounds sugar, at 20 cents ................ - - - - • 
To 2 dozen axe-helves, at $2 per dozen .............. . 
To 1 hay knife, $2 25 ; G penholders, 50 cents ........ . 













Received at New Dlm, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 10th day of August, 1858, 
eighty-three dollars and seventy-one cents, in full of the above account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) CHAS. T. KCEHNE & CO. 
I certify that the above account is correct; that the items charged therein 
were required and furnished on account of the serYice above mentioned, and 
that the same were necessary therefor. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Superintendent, ~-c. 
V ouchcr No. 8. 
Tlie Undecl States to Jolin W Young, Dr. 
1858. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
May 12. 1I10 70 pounds flour, at 3½ cents per pound ............ . 
To 10 pounds sugar, at 15 cents per pound ........... . 
'l'o 5 pounds nails, at 10 cents per pound ............. . 
'To 16 pounds pork, at 15 cents per pound ............ . 
To 7 pounds sugar, at 15 cents per pound ............ . 
~ro letter paper ............... _ .................. . 
To 5 pounds coffee, at 20 cents per pound._ ........ _ .. 
rro 14 pound,· sugar, at 15 cents per pound ......... __ . 











Received at St. Paul, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 12th day of May, 1858, twelve 
dollars and forty cents, in full of the above account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) JOHN W. YOUNG. 
I certify that the above account is correct; that the items charged therein 
were r quired and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and 
that the same were necessary therefor. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Superintendent, ~c. 
12 l!-,ORT RIDGELY AND SOUTH PASS WAGON ROAD. 
Voucher No. 9. 
Tlie United States to H. Vajen o/ Brotlier, Dr. 
185S. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
Aug. 15. To 20 pounds coffee, at 20 cents per pound ........... . 
To 28 pounds sugar, at 20 cents per pound ........... . 
To 96 pounds pork, at 15 cents per pound ............ . 
To 5 pounds coffee at 20 cents per pound ............ . 
To 2 gallons molasses, at 85 cents per gallon .......... . 
To ½ gallon vinegar, at 40 cents per gallon ........... . 
To 50 pounds salt, at 5 cents per pound .............. . 
To 1 barrel salt, at $7 50 per barrel. ........ ~ ....... . 
~ro 5 gallons molasses, at 86 cents per gallon .......... . 












Received at New Ulm, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 15th day of August, 1858, 
forty-three dollars and sixty-five cents; in full of the above account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) I-I. VAJEN & BROTHER. 
I certify that the above account is correct; that the items charged therein 
were required and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and 
that the ::;ame were nrcrssary therefor. 
Wl\f. H. NOBLES, 
Superintendent, .ye. 
Voucher No. 10. 
The Uni'ted States to Albert Tuttle, Dr. 
l 58. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
Ang. J. To 60 hu hcfo corn, at 75 cents per brn:;hcl. ........... . 




Rec ivcd at .i..Tcw Ulm, of Wm. H. Rohl , , thi. lRt day of August, 1858, one 
]rnndr .cl ancl fifty-;;rvm dollars and fifty ccntR, in full of the above account. 
(, 'io-nNl in trip1icatet4.) ALBERT 'TUTTLE. 
1 certify that th abov account is correct; that th items charged therein 
wcr r quirecl au<l fornir1h cl on account of 1hr R 1vice above mentioned, and 
that the i-:mw w<·rc· n<•cet-1,·ary tlwrefor. 
W L II. NOBLES, 
>-
1uperintrndent, ~'<'-
FORT RIDGELY AND SOUTH PASS WAGON ROAD. 13 
Voucher No. 11. 
The United States to N. Myrick ~ Co., Dr. 
1858. On account of ]Tort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
Mar. 10. To 83½ bushels of oats, at 75 cents per bushel. .... - - - . -
To 44 barrels, at 20 cents each .............. - .. - - . - -





Received at St. Paul, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 15th day of .August, 1858, 
ninety-three dollars and fifty-£ve cents, in full of the above account._ 
(Signed in triplicates.) N. MYRICK & CO. · 
I certify that the above account is correct; that the items charged therein 
were req_uirec1 and fmnished on account of the service above mentioned, and 
that the same were necessary therefor. 
Voucher No. 12. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Superintendent, ~-c. 
Tlie United States to James Nugent, Dr. 
1858. On account of l!..,ort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
Sept. 1. '110 pay as commissary from May 1, 1857, to September 1, 
1858, being sixteen months, at $40 per month. . . . . . . . $640 00 
Received at New Ulm, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 1st day of September, 1858, 
six htmdred and forty dollars, in full of the above account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) J.AMES NUGENrl'. 
I certify that the above account is correct ; that the items charged therein 
were required and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and 
that the same were necessary therefor. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Late Superintendent, o/C· 
Voucher No. 13. 
The United States to li¼n. H Nobles, Dr. 
1858. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
Oct. l. rro pay as superintendent from .April 1 to October 1, 
1858, being six months, at $3,000 per annum . . . . . . . . $1,500 00 
Received at ---, of --- ---, this - day of --, 18-, ---
--- dollars, in full of the above account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) WM. H. NOBLES. 
I certifj that the above account i~ correct ; that the items charged therein 
were req_mred and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and 
that the same were necessary therefor. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Late Superintendent, o/C· 
14 FORT RIDGELY AND SOUTH PASS WAGON ROAD . 
Voucher No. 14. 
Tlie United States to Matthew Ryan, Dr. 
1858. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
Sept. 1. To pay as taking care of property and stock nine months 
and twenty days, from November JO, 1857, to Septem-
ber 1, 1858, at $40 per month .................... . $380 00 
Received at New Ulm, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 1st day of September, 1858, 
three hundred and eighty dollars, in full of the above account. 
his 
(Signed in triplicates.) MATHEW ~ RYAN. 
mark, 
I certify that the above account is correct; that the items charged therein 
were required and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, ancl 
that the same were necessary therefor. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Late Superintendent, ~'C. 
CouNTY OF WASHINGTON, D ,istrict ef Columhia: 
On this 25th day of January, 1861, before me, the subscriber, a justice of the 
peace in and for the county aforesaid, personally appeared William H. Nobles, 
late superintendent of the Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road, who, being 
by me duly sworn, deposes and says: '1.1hat in the voucher numbered 14 in his· 
accounts, and hereunto attached, that the l\fathew Ryan who signed said voucher 
for the sum of $380 and submitted in his accounts, did sign the same in the 
presence of this deponent; that his recollection of it is distinct, and that hf 
claims credit for the same in good faith. 
W:NI. H. NOBLES. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this twenty-fifth (25) day of January, 
1 61. 
THOl\iAS C. DONN, 
Justice ef tlie Peace for Washington County, District ef Columbia. 
Vouch er o. 15. 
Tlte Ullited States to Wm. Tubbs, Dr. 
l 5 . On a count of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
'l'o yay a labor r from March 1 to September 1, being 
1x month , at '30 p r month . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $180 00 
Re· iv cl at , 't. aul, of \Vm. II. obl . , thi Lt day of; eptcmber, 1 5 , on 
lnmclr cl and eighty dollar , in full of th • abov account. 
( irru cl in triplicat<•;.) \Y1L \V. 'I, Bll . 
I c rtif that the abovr account i correct; that th itnn: chargrcl thn in 
wer • r quir cl and f'umi~hecl on a ·cotmt of th . crvic aLove m ntioncd, and that 
h : am "•' •r : l1 • · ·ary ther for. 
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Voucher No. 16. 
Tlie United States to John Murpliy, Dr. 
On account of Ji~ort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
9. 'ro pay as labornr and driver for Superintendent Nobles 
from July 9, 1857, to September 9, 1858, at $30 per 
month, being 13 months ......................... . $390 00 
Received at St. Paul, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 9th day of September, 1858, 
three hundred and ninety dollars, in full of the above account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) JOHN MURPHY. 
I certify that the above account is correct ; that the items charged therein 
were requiTed and furnished on account of the·service above mentioned, and that 
the same were necessary therefor. 
Voucher No. 17. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Superin(endent, 'rC· 
Tlie United States to James 0' Gorman, Dr. 
1858. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
Aug. 10. To pay as laborer from June 1, 1857, to January 1, 1858, 
being seven months, at $25 per month. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $17 5 00 
Received at St. Paul, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 10th day of August, 1858, one 
hundred and seventy-five dollar:::, in full of the above account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) JAMES O'GORMAN. 
I certify that the above account is correct; that the items charged therein 
were required and furni. hed on account of the t:iervice above mentioned, and that 
the same were necessary therefor. 
Voucher :N"o. 18. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Superintendent, 'rC· 
The Uaited States to J. B. Sandon, Dr. 
1851. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
Sept. 1. To pay as laborer from November 2, 1857, to September 
1, 1858, being 9 months and 29 days, at $30 per month. $298 00' 
R ceived at t. Paul, of William H. Nobles, this 1st day of September, 1858, 
two hundred and ninety-eight dollars, in full of the above account. 
( 'igned in triplicates.) JOHN B. SANDON. 
I certify that the above account is correct; that the items charged therein 
were rcq_uired and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and. 
that the same were necessary therefor. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Superintendent, ~c- , 
16 FORT RIDGELY AND SOUTH PASS WAGON ROAD. 
Voucher No. 19. 
T lie United States to J. H .y A . W. Kirkwood, Dr. 
1858. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
'l1o board at the Kirkwood House, Washington, D. 0 ., 
from January 2, 1858, to April 4, 1858-13 weeks 
and 1 day-at $2 .50 per day. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $230 00 
Received at Washington, of William H. Nobles, this fourth day of April, 
1858, two hundred and thirty dollars, in full of the above account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) J. H. & A. W. KIRKWOOD. 
I certify that the above account is correct; that the items charged therein 
were required and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and 
that the same were necessary therefor. 
WM. H.·NOBLES, 
Superintendent, o/C· 
Voucher No. 20. 
Tlie United States to Isaac il1arkley, Dr. 
1858. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
May 20. 10 lbs. wrought nails, at 15 cents, $1 50; l screw plate $7. 
1 adze-eye hammer, $1 25; l jack plane, $1 ......... . 
2 15-inch files, at $l 25, $2 50; 2 horse rasps, at 7 5 cents, 
$1 50 ........................................ . 
i dozen 5-inch taper files, at $2 25 per dozen, $1 13; f 
dozen 4-inch taper files, at $1 50 per dozen, 75 cents .. 
½ dozen axe handles, at $3 per dozen, $1 50; 8¼ lbs. cast 
steel sledges, at 30 cents, $2 4 7 .................. . 
3 lbs. cast steel sledges, at 40 cents, $1 20; 1 anvil, 105 
lbs., at 15 cents, $15 7 5 . ........................ . 
' 1 grindstone, 57 lbs., at 3 cents, $1 71; 1 vise, 61 lbs., at 
20 cent ·, $12 20 ............................... . 
1½ dozen needles, at 30 cent;,, 45 cents; 4 lbs. cast steel, 
at 30 cents, $1 20 ............................. . 
1\fay 25. 1 Rowland spade, 1 25; 1 file, 75 cents ............ . 
Jun 25. 1 straw cutt r ................................... . 
2 handled a.·es, at ·1 75 .......................... . 














R cciv d at --- f ----, thi: - clay of---·--, 1 -, seventy-
thr' dollar.· and •io-hty-:-ix cc•nt:,1, in full of th ahov account. 
(;'io-nccl in triplicatC':-.) L '.A C MARKLEY. 
I c rtify that th abov a· ount i: COIT ,ct; that th it •m, charged therein were· 
1· r1uirrcl , ncl furni. hcd n account f the :-;crvicr abov mmtioned, and that th<' 
·am w r nc · ::ary th r for. 
"\)I.IL BLE ', 
uperintendent, ~r. 
FORT RIDGELY .AND SOUTH P .ASS W .AGON RO.AD. 1 7 
Voucher No. 21. 
Tlie United States to Daniel Braugher, Dr.' 
1857. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
Oct. 19. To repairing wagon .............................. . 
To two new shoes and two set . . . ................ • • • 
1858. 
l\Iay 1. r_ro two new shoes, and two set .................. • • • • 
25. To two shoes set ................................. . 
26. To four shoes set ................................. . 
30. To two shoes set .................................• 
June 11. To four new shoes . . . . . ......................... - . 
29. To four new shoes, and four set ..................... . 
July 27. To two new shoes ................................ . 
29. To two new shoes, and two set ..................... . 
31. To seven new shoes, and one set .................... . 
Aug. 17. To six new shoes, and two set ...................... . 
19. To ten new shoes, and two set ...........•.......... 
30. To one new shoe, and six set ....................... . 
Sept. 4. To eight new shoes, and four set .................... . 
13. To two new shoes and some mending ................ . 
17. To two new shoes, and two set ..................... . 




















Received at St. Paul, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 24th day of September, 1858, 
forty-three dollars and twenty-five cents, in full of the above account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) DANIEL BRAUGHER. 
I certify that the above account is correct, that the items charged therein 
were required and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and that 
the same were necessary therefor. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Superintendent, o/C· 
Voucher No. 22. 
The United States to Davids ~ Larry, Dr. 
1858. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
Repairs, &c.-
J une 3. To band, and repairing buggy box .................. . 
9. To repairing hack ............................... . 
July 2. To repairing buggy box ........................... . 
To repairing buggy .............................. . 
Aug. 22. To repairing of carriage . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............. . 
Sept. 9. To repairing of top buggy ......................... . 









Recei~ed at St. Paul, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 9th day of September, 1858, 
twenty-eight dollars and seventy-five cents, in full of the above account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) DAVIDS & LARRY. 
H. Ex. Doc. 35--2 
18 FORT RIDGEL! AND SOUTH PASS WAGON ROAD. 
I certify that the above account is correct; that the items charged therein 
were required and furnished on account of the service above mentioned1 and that 
the same were necessary therefor. -
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Late Superintendent, ~"C. 
Vouch er ·No. 23. 
The United States to James E. Palmer, Dr. 
1858. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
Nov. 25. To services as clerk to superintendent, from September 25, 
1858, to November 25, 1858, two months, at $50 per 
month .................... ·......... . . . . . . . . . . . . $100 
Received at St. Paul, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 25th day of November, 1858, 
one hundred dollars, in full of the above account. 
( Signed in triplicates.) JAMES E. PALMER. 
I certify that the above account is correct; that the items charged therein 
were required and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and that 
the same were necessary therefor. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Late Superintendent, ~-
Voucher No. 24. 
Tlte United States to Goodrich, Somers ~ Co., Dr. 
1857. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
Oct. 3. To printing 600 vouchers for wagon road superintendency. $15 00 
1 58. 
'cpt. 1. To printing 400 vouchers for wagon road superintendency. 9 00 
24 00 
====== 
Rec ived at St. Paul, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 1st day of September, 1858, 
tw nty-four dollar , in full of the above account. 
( igned in triplicates.) GOODRICH, SOMERS & 00. 
I certify that the above account i correct; that the items charged therein 
w r r q uir d and furni hed on account of the service above mentioned, and 
that th . am w re nece · ary therefor. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Late Superintendent, ~-
You ·her ~ o. 25. 
Tlie [ n,ited tates to TV?n. H. ·t,tobles, Dr. 
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Received at--, of--, this -- day of--, 18-, -- dollars, in 
full of the above account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) WM. H. NOBLES. 
I certify that the above account is correct; that t~e items charg~d therein 
were required and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and 
that the same were necessary therefor. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Late Superintendent, ~-
Voucher No. 26. 
The United States to Jolin Murphy, Dr. 
1858. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
Dec. 14. To 10 tons of hay, at $9 per ton .................... . 
To 50 bushels corn, at $1 per bushel.. ............... . 





Received at St. Paul, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 14th day of December, 1858, 
one hundred and eighty-five dollars, in full of the above account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) JOHN MURPHY. 
I certify that the above account is correct ; that the items charged therein 
were required and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and 
that the same were necessary therefor. · 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Late Superintendent, ~-
Voucher No. 27. 
Tlie United States to Charles D. Elfelt ~ Co., Dr. 
1857. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
r.I'o matches, bought by Wm. H. Nobles June 12, 1857... $48 80, 
. Received at St. Paul, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 15th day of June, 1857, forty-
eight dollars and eighty cents, in full of the above account. 
(~ igned in triplicates.) CHARLES D. ELFELT & CO •. 
I certifY: that the above account is correct; that the items charged therein 
were requrred and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and 
that the same were necessary therefor. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Superintendent, ~-
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Voucher No. 28. 
Tlie United States to A. Vicliers, Dr. 
1857. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
July 1. To 1 pair team bridles, $4 75; 4 stay straps, $2........ $6 75 
To 2 trace chains, $3 ; 3 pairs breast straps, $3 20. . . . . . 6 20 
July 30. To 20 bits, $10; 2 team whips, $1 50.... . . . . . . . . . . . 11 50 
1858. 
Jan. 9. To repairing harness, $1 20 ; lengthening traces, $1. . . . 2 20 
}.,eb. 20. 'ro repairing pads, 30 cents; 6 surcingles, $2 90.. . . . . . . . 3 20 
May 18. To repairing 2 sets harness, $4 50; repairing collars, $1 50 6 00 
:Yiay 31. To 1 pair bits, $2 ; 3 collars, $6 ............ · . . . . . . . . . 8 00 
To 3 halters, $3 ; 2 bridles, $3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 00 
June 12. To repairing double harness. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 00 
To 3 collars and pad for collar.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 30 
Aug. 4. To new lines, whips, and hame strings. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 75 
To cockeyes, 75 cents; halter and breast strap, $2·...... 2 75 
To 1 set common harness. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 00 
To 2 pairs bridles, $5 ; 2 sets lines, $5. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 00 
91 65 
---
Received at St. Paul, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 19th day of October, 1858, 
ninety-one dollars and sixty-five cents, in full of the above account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) A. VIOHERS. 
I certify that the above account is correct ; that the items charged therein 
were required and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and 
that the same were necessa~y therefor. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Late Superintendent, ~-
Voucher No. 29. 
Tlie United States to A. L. Larpenteur, Dr. 
l 5 . On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
Dec. 15. To 1 barrel-250 lb . sugar, at 10 cents; 1 barrel, 25 cents. 




Rec iv d at t. Paul, of Wm. H. obles, this 15th day of December, 1 5 , 
thirty-fl doJlar and tw nty-five cent , in full of the above account. 
( ign din triplicat .) A. L. L RPE :i-TEUR. 
I e rtify that the ab v account is correct ; that the item charged therein 
were r q uir cl and furni :-ih cl on a c unt of the rvicc above mentioned, and 
that the am w re n c ary ther for. 
WM. II. OBLE , 
Late Superintendent, ~-
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Voucher No. 30. 
The United States to J. H. ~ A. W. Kirkwood, Dr. 
1859. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
'l,o Wm. H. Nobles's board from January 1 to March 5-63 days, 
at $2 50 per day ................................... - - - - . $157 50 
===~~---
Received at Washington, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 5th day of March, 
1859, one hundred and fifty-seven dollars and fifty cents, in full of the above 
account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) J. H. & A. W. KIRKWOOD. 
I certify that the above account is correct ; that the items charged therein 
were required and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and 
that the same were necessary therefor. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Late Superintendent, ~-
Voucher No. 31. 
The United States to W7n. A. Ri'chardson, Dr. 
1859. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
Mar. 1. To clerical services one month and three days, at $50 per 
month.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $55 00 
Received at Washington, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 1st day of March, 1859, 
fifty five dollars, in full of the above account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) WM. A. RICHARDSON. 
I certify that the above account is correct; that tho items charged therein 
were required and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and that 
the same were necessary therefor. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Late Superintendent, ~c. 
Voucher Ko. 32. 
The United States to N Myrick, Dr. 
1857. On account of presents to Indians, Fort Ridgely, and South Pass 
wagon road. 
June 22. 50 gilt guard chains, at !50 cents .......... . - ..... _ . _ . . $25 00 
100 masses seed beads, at 20 cents. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 00 
50 masses black bugles, at 40 cents ..... · ........... _ . 20 00 
25 masses glass beads, at 50 cents ............... ___ . . 12 50 
20 masses egg beads, at 50 cents. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 00 
10 p~irs 3-p?int white blankets, at $10 per pair........ 100 00 
5 pa~rs 3-pon~t scarlet blankP-ts, at $11 per pair. . . . . . . . . 55 00 
5 pa~rs 2½-p_omt scarlet blankets, at $9 per pair. . . . . . . . 45 00 
5 pairs 3-pomt black blankets, at $10 per pair. . . . . . . . . . 50 00 , 
22 FORT RIDGELY AND SOUTH PASS WAGON ROAD. 
June 22. 5 fancy list blankets, at $5 per pair ................. . 
1 piece gray list cloth, 20 yards, at $1 50 . •........•... 
$25 00 
30 00 
22 50 5 pieces prints, 180 yards, at 12¼ cents ............... . 
415 00 
ExPLANATION.-This is the original bill, a duplicate of which, without R. A. 
Fish's certificate, was handed into the department through mistake. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Superintendent, 4'c. 
Received at Traverse des Sioux, of William H. Nobles, this 22d day of June, 
1857, four hundred and fifteen dollars, in full of the above account. 
(Signed in triplicate.) N. MYRICK. 
I certify that the above account is correct; that the items charged therein 
were required and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and that 
the same were necessary therefor. 
WM. H. NOBLES. 
I certify that I was present at and assisted in the distribution to the Indians 
of the articles specified in the within. 
ROS. A. FISH. 
We hereby certify that, in our opinion, the articles specified in the within 
bill were required to be distributed among the Indians who at that time were 
hostile to the United States, and we think such presents were indispensably 
necessary to enable Colonel Nobles and his party to pass among them without 
molestation. 
W. J. CULLEN, 
Superintendent Indian Affairs. 
0. H.MIX. 
Vouch er No. 33. 
ST. PAUL, September 17, 1860. 
I do sol mnly, sincerely, and truly swear that the expenses mentioned in the 
vou h r ( o. 33) h r unto appended were actually and necessarily incurred 
for and on account of the" Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road," and that 
it wa. inconv nient to take vouchers therefor. So help me God. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Late Superintendent, ~-
worn and ub cribed before me this 20th clay of September, 1860. 
l 5 
J an. 2. 
p'l 15. 
GEO. W. PRESCOTT, 
Ur"ited States District Clerk, District 1-Winnesota. 
Tlte nited i tates to 1Vm. H Nobles, Dr. 
n , ·otmt of Fort Ridgrly and~ 1outh Pa wagon road. 
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Received at St. Paul, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 15th day of April, 1858, one 
hundred and sixty-two dollars, in full of the above account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) WM. H. NOBLES. 
I certify that the above account is correct ; that the items ~harged therein 
were required and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and that 
the same were nece,sary therefor. 
Voucher No. 34. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Supe:rintendent, ~c. 
ST. PAUL, September 17, 1860. 
I do solemnly, sincerely, and truly swear that the travelling expenses men-
tioned iu the voucher hereunto appended (No. 34) were actually incurred by 
me for and on account of the Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road, and 
that it was inconvenient at the time to take vouchers therefor. So help me God. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Late Superintendent, q-c. 
Sworn and subscribed before me this 20th day of September, 1860. 
GEO. W. PRESCOTT, 
United States District Clerk, District of Minnesota. 
The United States to Wm. H. Nobles, Dr. 
1858. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
May 29. To travelling expenses from St. Paul to camps on the Cot-
tonwood river, and back to St. Paul................ $39 00 
Received at St. Paul, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 29th day of May, 1858, thirty-
nine dollars, in full of the above account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) WM. H. NOBLES. 
I certify that the above account is correct; that the items charged therein 
were required and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and that 
the same were necessary therefor. 
Voucher No. 35. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Superintendent, ~c. 
ST. PAUL, September 17, 1860. 
I do solemnly, sincerely, and truly swear that the expenses mentioned in the 
voucher ( o. 35) hereunto appended were actually and necessarily incurred for 
and on account of the Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road, and that it 
wa not convenient to take vouchers at the time therefor. So help me God. 
WM. H. NOBLES, · 
Late Superintendent, 'rC· 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 20th day of September, 1860. 
GEO. W. PRESCOTT, 
United States District Clerk, District ef Minnesota. 
2-! :FORT RIDGELY AND SOUTH PASS WAGON ROAD. 
The United States to Wm. H. Nobles, Dr. 
l 5 . On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
Aug. 15. To travelling expenses from St. Paul to Yellow Medicine 
agency ....................................... . 
From thence to New Ulm ......................... . 
Expenses at New Ulm ............................ . 






Received at St. Paul, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 15th day of August, 1858, 
seventy-six dollars and seventy-five cents, in full of the above account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) WM. H. NOBLES. 
I certify that the above account is correct; ·that the items charged therein 
were required and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and that 
the same were necessary therefor. 
Voucher No. 36. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Superintendent, iyc. 
ST. PAUL, September 17, 1860. 
I do solemnly, sincerely, and truly swear that the expenses mentioned iu 
voucher (No. 3G) hereunto appended were actually and necessarily incuned for 
and on account of the Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road, and that it 
was not convenient to take vouchers at the time therefor. · So help me God. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Late Superintendent, ere, 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 20th day of September, 1860. 
GEO. W. PRESOOT'l', 
United States District Clerk, District ef Minnesota. 
The United States to Wm. H. Nobles, Dr. 
l 5 . On account of ~,ort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
(Jct. 10. '.ro truwlling expen es from St. P aul to camps on the 
Cottonwood river, and ba~k to St. P aul. . . . . . . . . . . . . $37 00 
I re ·iv d at ► 't. Paul, of Wm. H. obles, this 10th day of October, 185 , 
t1irty-.: f'v n clollarl'!, in full of the above account. 
(i ig1ml in tri1>licate .) WM. H. OBLES. 
I ccrtif · that th' nlJov ac ount i corr ct; that th items charged therein 
"c·n· requir<'cl ancl fumi. h d 11 account of the , ervice above mentioned, and that 
th· dllllC w r · 11 ·c ,..,·ary th refor. 
W L II. ~ BLE , 
Late Superintendent, ~c. 
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Voucher No. 37. 
ST. PAUL, Jltlinnesota, September 17, 1860. 
I do solemnly, sincerely, and truly swear that the expenses_ m~ntioned in 
voucher No. 37, hereunto appended, were actually and necessarily mcurred f~r 
and on account of the "Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road," and that it 
was inconvenient to take vouchers at the time therefor. So help me God. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Late Superintendent, 'fC, 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 20th day of September, 1860. 
GEO. W. PRESCOTT, 
· United States District Clerk, District qf Minnesota. 
The United States to William IL Nobles, Dr. 
1859. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
Jan. 1. To expenses in travelling from St. Paul to Washington 
city, D. 0. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $85 00 
Received at St. Paul, of William H. Nobles, this 1st day of January, 1859, 
eighty-five dollars, in full of the above account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) WM. H. NOBLES. 
I certify that the above account is correct; that the items charged therein 
were required and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and 
that the same were necessary therefor. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Late Superintendent, 'fC, 
Voucher No. 38. 
Tlie Um'tecl States to Theodore Borup, Dr. 
1857. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
Dec. 12. 100 bushels corn, at 95 cents........................ $95 00 
Received at St. Paul, of William H. Nobles, this 4th day of December 1857 
ninety-five dollars, in full of the above account. ' ' 
(Signed in triplicates.) THEODORE BORUP. 
I certif:f that the ab?ve account is correct ; that the items charged therein 
were required and furmshed on account of the service above mentioned, and 
that the same were necessary therefor. 
Voucher No. 39. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Superintendent, 'fC· 
_ ST.PAUL, Minnesota, September 17, 1860. 
Voucher N?. 39, hereunto appended, is for articles furnished to men who were 
employed takmg care of property belonging to the outfit of the "Fort Ridgely 
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and South Pass wagon road." No wages were paid them, and they received no 
compensation whatever except such articles of provisions as were furnished them 
from time to time. 
I solemnly swear that the above statement is true. So help me God. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Late Superintendent, .ye. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 20th day of September, 1860. 
GEO. W. PRESCOTT, 






The United States to A. L. Larpenteur, Dr. 
On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
2. To 70 pounds sugar, $7; Aug. 9, 2 pounds tea, $2 ..... 
28. To 2 barrels flour, $10 20; September 18, 100 pounds 
hams, $10 ................................... . 
1. To 50 pounds sugar, $6 25; 1 box candles, $6 2,5 ... . 
1. '1.10 side bacon, $4 51; 1 broom, 35 cents ........... . 
To 1 keg golden syrup, $8; salt and sugar, $2 30 .... . 
16. To 1 box tea, $3 60; saleratus, 30 cents ............ . Nov. 
Dec. 13. To sugar, $4 40; dried apples, $2 50 .............. . 
To 1 box, 40 pounds, store candles, 30 cents ......... . 
To ½ bushel salt, 50 cents; broom, 35 cents ; dairy salt, 
30 cents ..................................... . 
1859. 
Jan. 12. To 1½ pound black tea, 90 cents; February 4, sugar and 
soap, $11 78 ................................. . 
Feb. 25. To 6 pounds best tea, $6 ; 1 sack salt, 30 cents ...... . 
March 15. To 2 ba1Tels flour ............................... . 
To 100 pounds bacon, $10; 100 pounds codfish, $7 ... . 
May 27. To 1 barrel pork ................................ . 

















Rec ived at t. Paul, of William H. Nobles, this 5th day of June, 1860, one 
hundred and ixty-four dollars and four cents, in full of the above account. 
( igned in triplicates.) A. L. LARPEN'TEUR. 
I c rtify that th above account is correct; that the items charged therein 
were r quir d and furni hed on account of the service above mentioned, ancl 
that the am w r nece ary therefor. 
WM. H. OBLES, 
Superintendent, ~-
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Voucher No. 40. 
The United States to L. L. Benson, Dr. 
1857. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
July 28. To keeping horses ......................... - .... • . • 




Received at St. Paul, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 7th day of November, 1858, 
fifty-four dollars, in full of the above account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) L. L. BENSON. 
I certify that the above account is correct ; that the items charged therein 
were required and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and 
that the same were necessary therefor. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Superintendent, 'YC· 
Keeping horses for myself and others when in St. Paul on business con-
nected with the building of the Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road, and 
for no other purpose. 
Voucher No. 41. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Superintendent, 'YC· 
Tlie United States to J. H. ~ A. W. Kirkwood, Dr. 
1859. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
Feb. 24. To board from January 1 to date-fifty-four days, at $2 50 
per day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . $135 00 
=-.::::-.::::-_-:-_-_ -_ 
Received at Washington, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 24th day of February, 
18,59, one hundred and thirty-five dollars, in full of the above account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) J. H. & A. W. KIRKWOOD. 
I certify that the above account is correct ; that the items charg·ed therein 
were required and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and 
that the same were necessary therefor. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Late Superintendent, 'YC· 
T~is bi.11 was m~de by myself while in Washington city, for the purpose of 
setthng up _my affarrs with the government in my connexion with the building 
the Fort ltu1gely and South Pass wagon road. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Late Superintendent, ~-
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Vouch er No. 42. 
ST. PAUL, September 17, 1860. 
I had secured the services of two men for the prosecution of the work on the 
Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road; and as they were valuable men, I 
had agreed to give them high wages, but their pay was not to commence until 
we took the field, I agreeing to pay their board until that time. I was ordered 
to discontiuue th~ work, and settled with the two men referred to by paying 
their board ; and the bill therefor is voucher No. 42, hereunto appended. Had 
these men been so disposed, they could have recovered damages for violation of 
contract, but it was settled as above. 
I do solemnly, sincerely, and truly swear that the above statement is coITect. 
So help me God. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Late Superintendent, ire, 
Sworn and subscribed before me this 20th day of September, 1860. 
GEO. W. PRESCOTT, 
United States District Clerk, District if Jlilinnesota. 
Tlie United States to C.R. Rice, Dr. 
1858. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
March 4. To boarding two men seventeen weeks, at $4 per week. . $136 00 
===-=== 
Received at St. Paul, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 4th day of March, 1858, one 
hundred and thirty-six dollars, in full of the above account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) C. R. RICE. 
I certify that the above account is correct; that the items charged therein 
were required and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and 
that the same were necessary therefor. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Superintendent, ire• 
V ouchcr No. 43. 
ST. PAUL, September 17, 1860. 
The arti lcs mrntioned in the accompanying voucher (No. 43) wore purchased 
by my, ·lf for th benefit of the :Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road; but, 
in ord r to procure th m at a r a. onablc price, was compelled to take more than 
woulcl vrohal,ly be r quir d for the aid road; therefore took no vouchers, and 
charg cl tl1c roncl only with what wa actually u ed for said road. 
I c1 olc•nrnl ', , in· r ly, and truly w ar that the above statement is true, 
a11cl that tlw article:-; m ·ntionccl in the accompanying voucher ( o. 43) were ac-
tua1ly x1w1H1c•cl for th h ncfit of aicl roacl, and that the expenses were actually 
and wiavoidal>ly incun cl. 'oh ·Ip me God. 
WM. II. NOBLE,', 
Late uperintendent, ~-
ub cribcc1 and ..:worn to h for me thi 20th of , rptcmh0.r, J 60. 
E . "\V. PRE 'C01'.r, 
11itcrl i /ates Di trict Clerk, Di trict of 1lli,uiesota. 
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The United States to Wm. H. Nobles, Dr. 
1859. On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
Sept. 25. To 27 5 bushels corn, at $1 per bushel ........ • • • • • • · · 
To 325 bushels oats, at 55 cents per bushel ........ • • • • 
Dec. 9. 'I'o 7 5 bushels corn, at $1 per bushel .......... - - . • • • • 
'I'o 230 bushels oats, at 50 cents per bushel .... - .... • • • 
To 11 tons hay, at $8 per ton ................ - - - - • • · 
To 45 tons hay, at $10 per ton ............. - - . - • • • - • 
Dec. 12. To 1,000 pounds bran, at 1½ cents per pound ...... - .. . 
Expenses in taking care of stock up to date, and travel-










Received at St. Paul, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 12th day of December, 1859, 
seventeen hundred and seventy-eight dollars and seventy-two -cents, in full of 
the above account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) WM. H. NOBLES. 
I certify that the above account is correct ; that the items charged therein 
were required and furnished ·on account of the service above mentioned, and 
that the same were necessary therefor. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Late Superi:ntendent, ~-
Voucher No. 44. 
The United States to Wm. H Nobles, Dr. 
1860. On acount of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
June 8. To pay as superintendent from February 1, 1859, to June 
8, 1860, 16 months and 8 days, inclusive, at $3,000 per 
annum ....................................... ·. $4,664 80 
Received at ---, of---, this---day of---18-, --- dollars 
--- cents, in full of the above account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) WM. H. NOBLES. 
I certiff that the abo:7e account is correct; that the items charged , therein 
were reqmred and furmshcd on account of the service above mentioned, and 
that the same were necessary therefor. -
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Late Superintendent, ~-
Voucher No. 45. 
Tlie United States to Combs ~ Bro., Dr. 
1857. On account of Pacific wagon road. 
Nov. 10. To ruler, 80 cents; 1 octagon scale, $3 25 ........... . 
To 1 gross steel pens, $1 50; 2 dozen red tape, $1 50 . . 
To mouth glue, $1; blotting paper, $1 ............... . 
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Nov. 10. To India-rubber, 50 cents; 1 eraser, 75 cents.; 2 dozen 
thumb tacks, $1 . . . . . . . .... - . - - - - - - - - - . - - - - . . . $2 25 
To drawing pen, $2 ; India ink, 75 cents . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 75 
To ink, 50 cents; 4 quires legal cap, $1 40. . . . . . . . . . . . 1 90 
ri~o 2 quires letter paper, 60 cents; 2 quires cap paper, 60 cts. 1 20 
To 1 dozen drawing paper, $1 50; l T. square, $2..... 3 50 
To 1 dozen drawing pencils, $1; 1 doz. drawing pens, $1 25. 2 25 
To i quire folio post, 50 cents; quills, 25 cents; knife, $2 50 3 25 
Nov. 14. To carmine ink, 7 5 cents; quills, 50 cents. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 25 
Nov. 26. To 1 knife, $2 25; 100 legal envelopes, $1 . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 25 
To envelope paper, 50 cents; paper cutter, 7 5 cents; half 
ream letter paper, $2 50........................ 3 75 
To 24 yards vellum cloth, 36 inches, at $1. . . . . . . . . . . . 24 00 
To 24 yards vellum cloth, 30 inches, at 7 5 cents . . . . . . . 18 00 
77 50 
Received at St. Paul, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 6th day of November, 1857, 
seventy-seven dollars and fifty cents, in full of the above account. 
(Signed in triplicates.) COMBS & BRO. 
The above articles were purchased by myself for the use of R. A. Fish and 
S. A. Medary, clerk and engineer. 
I certify that the above account is correct; that the items charged therein 
were required and furnished on account of the service above mentioned, and that 
the same were necessary therefor. 
1858. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Superintendent, ~-
Voucher No. 46. 
Tlie United States to C. L. Willis, Dr. 
On account of Fort Ridgely and South Pass wagon road. 
To office rent from November 5, 1857, to May 5, 1858, for 
S. A. Medary, chief engineer for said road .......... . $100 
This amount has been overlooked by me in sending on my account, and it is 
one for which I became personally responsible. 
WM. H. NOBLES, 
Late Supe,rintendent, ~. 
Received at t. Paul, of Wm. H. Nobles, this 15th day of August, 1858, one 
hundr d dollar , in full of the above account. 
( 'ign din triplicates.) CHARLES L. WILLIS. 
I c rtify that th abov account is conect; that the items charged therein 
were r quir d and furni h d on account of the service above mentioned, and 
that the ame w re n ce ary therefor. 
WM.H. 
Tltr Uwitcd Statrs in acc01.tnt with T¼n. H. Noblcs,for final settlernent ef his account as S'ltperintendent ef the Fort Riclgd?J anrl 
Soutlt, Pass wagon road, and a portion ef tlie Fort l(earney, South Pass, and Honey Lake wagon road. 
DR. 
1861. 'To amount disbursed by Nobles since 
last settlement, as per abstract and 
vouchers herewith ............. ____ $15,312 19 
By amount of voucher 32, being bill of 
N. Myrick, for goods purchased as 
"pr~sents to Indians," and paid by 
Indian department . . . . . . . . . . . • . .. 
To balance due ................ 
I hereby certify that the above account is correct. 




By balance due United States, as per 
judgment of United States court, 
district of Minnesota, June term, 
1860 ........... _ ............. $3,446 00 
Costs . . . . . . . . . . . .............. . 72 38 
$3,518 38 
By judgment of said court, October 
term, 1860 ..................... 219 57 
Costs .......................... 28 08 
247 65 
3,766 03 
Balance due Wm. H. Nobles .... .... -....... 11, 131 16 
14,897 19 































,-,,.hl' Ullitul States ·zt witl1, lVm. H Nobles,for final settlement of account as superintendent of Fort Ridgely and Soutli Pass 
·i roatl, and a portion of Fort Kearney, South Pass, and Honey .Lake wagon road. 
DR. CR. 
[Erroneous, a.nd supplied by a correct one sent to Second Auditor, January 26, 186 1.J 
--
1859. 'l'o nmount disbursed since last settlement, 
ns per abstract ..................... 
I certify that the above account is correct. 




By balance due the United States, as per 
judgment of United States court, dis-
trict of Minnesota ...... $3 ,446 00 
Costs ................... 72 38 
By balance due the United 
States, as per judgment of 
United States court,district 
of Minnesota . . . . . . . ... 219 57 
Costs ................... 28 08 
$3,766 03 
Balance due W. H. Nobles .......... 11,536 16 
' 15,312 19 
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Judgment. 
UNITED TATE · OF AMERICA, District of Minnesota, ss: 
Pleas, &c., in. district court of the United States for the district of Minnesota, 
of the term of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
:--ixty, &c. 
THE UNITED STATES ~ 
vs. Trespass on the case. 
WILLIAM H. NOBLES. 
And now, to wit, on this seventh day of June, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty, "comes as well the United States by E. M. 
Wilson, esq., district attorney, as also the defendant, by Lorenzo Allis; and 
thereupon this cause comes on in course for trial," &c. 
" Whereupon it is considered and adjudged by this court now here that the 
:,aid plaintiff do have and recover of the said defendant, William H. Nobles, 
the said sum of three thousand four hundred and forty-six dollars, with seventy-
two dollars and thirty-eight cents adjudged to the said plaintiff for his costs and 
charges in and about his said suit by him in this behalf expended, and that he 
have his execution therefor." 
A true record. 
Attest: GEO. W. PRESCOTT. 
District of llfinnesota, ss : 
I, George W. Prescott, clerk of the district court of the United States for the 
district of :Minnesota aforesaid, do certify that the foregoing is a true transcript 
of the judgment in the case therein entitled, of" The United States vs. William 
H. Nobles," rendered and recorded at the said June term of said court, anno 
Domini eighteen hundred and sixty, as the record thereof now appears in my 
office. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the 
[L. s.] , eal of said court, at St. Paul, this fourth day of January, A. D. 1861. 
GEORGE W. PRESOOT'l', pterk. 
Judgment. 
UNITED STATES OF AMERI CA, District if Minnesota, ss: 
Pleas, &c., in district court of the United States for the district of Minnesota 






WILLIAM H. OBLES. 
And now, to wit, on this eleventh day of October, in the year of our Lord 
one thou, and eight hundred and sixty, "comes as well the United States by 
J~u~cne_ M. Wilson, esq., district attorney, as also the defendant, by Lorenzo 
Albs, h1 attorney ; and thereupon this cause comes on in course for trial," &c . 
. " Wh_er~upon it is considered and adjudged by this court now here that the 
:,a~d plamt1ff do have and recover of the said defendant, William H. Nobles, the 
:--md Rum of two hundred and nineteen dollars and fifty-seven cents, with 
H. Ex. Doc. 35--3 
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twenty-eight dollars and eight cents adjudged to the said plaintiff for hi.., 
co ts and charges in and about his said suit by him in this behalf expended, 
and that he have his execution therefor." 
A true record. 
Attest: GEO. W. PRESGOTT, Clerk. 
District if Minnesota, ss : 
I, George W. Prescott, clerk of the district court of the United States for the 
district of Minnesota aforesaid, do certify that the foregoing is a true transcript 
of the judgment in the case therein entitled, of " The United States vs. William 
H. Nobles," rendered and recorded at the said October term of said court, anno 
Domini eighteen hundred and sixty, as the record thereof now appears in my 
office. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal 
f L. s.] of said court at St. Paul, this fourth day of January, A. D. 1861. 
GEORGE W. PRESCOTT, Clerk. 
WASHINGTON, D. C., May 8, 1861. 
SIR: Being desired by Colonel William H. Nobles to express in writing my 
opinion with regard to the matter of difference between the United States gov-
ernment and himself, I would say that I acted as attorney for the United States 
in the suits brought against him, and that although judgments were obtained 
against him, yet, as far as I could judge, there were real equities in the matter 
that were not reached, and that could not be reached, owing both to the laws of 
evidence which the government has established for her own protection, and the 
absence of evidence which the defendant perhaps might have produced had not hi 
meagre means prevented. Though in legal effect his sale of any of the prop-
erty in his charge may have amounted to a "conversion," yet there was nothing 
in the evidence produced to show that he had done else with the proceeds than 
pay the men under his employ their just dues. Indeed, it was in evidence, upon 
cross-examination of the witnesses of the "government," that creditors of No-
bles had desired him to let them have small amounts of" the property" in liqui-
dation of claims against him, and that he declined upon the ground that it was 
not hi , and that the proceeds must go only to pay persons employed on the work 
of the" wagon road." Considering the whole circumstances of the case I should 
think there hould be a settlement with Mr. Nobles, as thus alone can the ca e be 
con idered in all it bearing,. And I would also respectfully express the opinion 
that in sett! ment he , hould be allowed for keeping the property until compelled 
to deliv r it by the judgment_ of the court. I of course mean only such prop-
erty a h had in po c ion; the allowance for property sold to pay men being 
only equitably du to time,• of uch ales. 
Mo t r , p ctfully, yours, 
E. M. WILSO , 
Late United States Attorney, Minnesota. 
Hon. , E RETARY F THE I TERIOR, 
TVasltington, D. C. 
\VA. HIX ,TO ' ITY, D. ., August 21, 1 61. 
I~ : "\ m. H. . , c ·q_., has call_ d up~n m with th r que t that I would 
xamm ancl xplam, _ c rtam ·lau.· m tlw r port mad by "\Vm. J. ull n and 
In)" lf, dat ·cl U"'U, t 2 , 1~ 5 , a..: c mmi~:ion •rs tom t him fr th purpose of 
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appraising the property belonging to the United States in the hands of the said 
Wm. H. Nobles, which clause reads thus : " He refused to accept his appoint-
ment as one of the board, and also to deliver over to us for appraisement the 
property in his hands," &c. . 
We first informed him of his appointment as one of the board, wluch he re-
fused to accept, stating that he did not deem it his duty to accept the appoint-
ment until he had first heard from the Secretary of the Interior. After his refusal 
to accept we then requested him to turn over to us the property in his hands for 
valuation. 'l'his he also refused, and stated that he deemed himself justifiable, 
in retaining the property until he had a settlement with the government of all 
his accounts. 
From a conversation held with Mr. Nobles, it was apparent that he labored 
under heavy embarrassments, as he stated, in consequence of the departmen~ 
having instructed the disbursing agent that the appropriation was exhausted, 
and Nobles claimed that there was nearly one-half of the available funds left; 
he also claimed that those instructions could have been issued for no other pur-
pose than to embarrass him. His men threatened, in the presence of Judge 
Pritchett; Major Cullen, and, myself, that if the property was turned over with-
out a1Tangements being made to pay them, they would destroy the property be-
fore it left the place, saying at the same time that if the appropriation had been 
exhausted, Nobles had deceived them, and would suffer the consequences. 
Superintendent Nobles afterwards asked me in St. Paul if anything further 
had been clone by the department in this case. I informed him that l\fajo1~ 
Cullen and himself had reported our action so far and asked for further instruc-
tions. No further demand was made of Colonel Nobles for the property by us,. 
nor to my knowledge has either Cullen or myself received any further instruc-
tions in the premises. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C.H. MIX. 
Hon. CALEB B. SMITH, 
Secretary ef tke Interior, lVaskington. 
JVm. H. Nobles's property return. 
DISALLOWANCES. 
Voucher No. 5.-6 boxes herring, at $1 00 ..................... . 
Voucher No. 6.-275 pounds tobacco, at :10 cents ................ . 
Voucher No. 6.-140 pounds figs, at 20 cents ................... . 
Voucher No. 6.-5 boxes raisins, at $7 50 ..................... . 
Voucher No. 8.-100 boxes sardines, at 50 cents ................ . 
Voucher No. 8.-5 half-barrels mackerel, at $15 00 .............. . 









'l,he above items were disallowed; Mr. Nobles uotifiecl of the fact June 2 , 
1 57, and should not have entered into his property return. · ' 
In voucher No. 2 (14) there are medicines and surgical instruments not ::ic-
countcd for-. 1 4 25. 
ALBERT H. CAMPBELL, 
General Superintendent Pacific Wagon Roacl. 
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[Extract.] 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY'S OFFIC~, 
J.1,Iinneapolis, Minnesota, June 20, 1861. 
SIR : * * * * * * * * 
The Nobles case in trover was tried at the last term, and judgment ob-
tained for $3,446 and costs. The testimony introduced by him was to the effect 
that the property represented in his property return as having cost $21,000 had 
become wasted in the expedition, and necessarily so, to the amount of three-
fourths, and that the 1emaining one-fourth had decreased in value fifty per cent. 
The small case in assumpsit I agreed with the defendant to continue, as it 
-came on the last day, or rather in the evening of the day on which the judge 
wished to adjomn court, and pressing it to trial would have rendered another 
,day's session necessary. 
Most respectfully, yours, 
JUNIUS HILLYER, Esq., 
Solicitor of tlte Treasury. 
e 
E. M. WILSON, 
• United States Attorney. 
